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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of the claims will serve to replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 
Listing of Claims: 

-1-3. (canceled) 

4. (currently amended) A dental hygiene apparatus for enabling a flossing of teeth., the dental 
hygiene apparatus con\pnsin& 
g..4l.spcns^ing.memb^e : r; 

a dispensing bobbin lot retaining dental floss relative to the dispensing member wherein the 
dispensing iKildnn^^ 

> , icti < t f i. ,\ \U I oj es ' h •■ ■•• h a ed ' n i*i mean ion eta my dentaj gss.i.elatiye to 
the dispensing member to; selectively enabling a dispensing. of dental floss from the dispensing 
membery 

The -dentai h g eae apparatus of claim > in t-thet^eempming a means for preventing an 
accumulation of dental floss relative to the dispensing member including during a triggering of the 
activating switch comprising a means for ensuring unidirectional &t^p< i +u . ta hon of the 
■ ' singbobbin ; 



i s Lid* ilatii nber ..structu I ;t\ ste - ijo die dis] ish . 1 , n l > f ind 
a ; %\ fos leeumu ng de rtai floss r< lath e t o the aceu m uhu mg member, 

it lentaj sc -j diyx i m die dispt n i ' i < ! i i <( « 

accumulating member. 
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5 (previously presented) The dental hygiene apparatus of claim 4 wherein the activating 
switch enables a dispensing of a predetermined length of dental floss. 

6. (currently amended) The dental hygiene apparatus of claim 4-4 wherein the accumulating 
member comprises an accumulating ring with an aperture for receiving a finger of a user. 

7. (currently amended) A dental hygiene apparatus for enabling a flossing of teeth, the dental 

a dispell i - . l4ie-<teMaffry;gk«^^ 
m e mb e r compris es comprising a dispensing ring with an aperture for receiving a finger of a user, 
di.spensii b\ mug ... Do > I'eSati liedjspc mt r wl nUn 

dispensmg bobbin ts rofatab claim [alive _i i lispt sing m ember; 

u icciii Hiiatmgj > ! iTiici u Ij.y.seT .. m u i sp n in me. v coin n 
accumulating , rin g . with, an . aperture . ten rea § * ■ i n t>er of a user; and 

in acuinni km ng b< bhm foi a^cuniulatmu dental il ' s ictem c to tht- accumulatima mcmhet 
wherein the accumulating bobbin is rotatably retained relative to the accumulating member; 

whereby dental floss can be dispensed from the dispensing member and accumulated by the 
i umi ! iti n mi t 

8. (currently amended) The dental hygiene apparatus of claim 6 7 further comprising an 

activating switch operahly associated with the means for accumulating dental floss relative to the 
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accumulating member for selectively enabling a retraction of dental floss relative to the 
accum ul ati ng member. 

9, ( ret nended) et I i t n p t ib t - i i 1 i fleet! ^ ! 
hy giene. . apparatus comprisin g: 

• li ensmg ijiembej 

a means for retaining dental floss relative to the dispensing member: 

an accumulating member structurally separate from the dispensing member; 

ameatti.^ 

ao actuating . Ji >petahl\ associated \uth tlu means fot jc< ihitu i dental floss 
relative to the aca^^ 
llie . a iivniij.aLitig membei 

%fae~4e«-tal- by gi ern? apparatus of claim- § farth er comprising a means for inducing an 
automatic accumulation of dental floss relative to the accumulating member during a triggering of 
the activating switch; 

hei i i 1 c edispensed m ? djspensin lend i.a< m.t ted.l h< 
accumulating member. 

10. (currently amended) Fhe dental hyg < it >| ratus of claim 8 l) further comprising a 
locking means for preventing a retraction of dental floss from the accumulating member including 
during a triggering of the activating switch. 
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i. turnout 1 i >• V ) pa 1 i K l i iss ^ . k 

deniaj i gies - ; \ j ) it - rj^irislng 
a disguising member. 

neavis foi ..n ling det fios tive to the i t 
an. accum ulating member structurally separate from the di spensi ng member;. . and 

i s for accumu!,i ental fl 1 i tl ivxum membei 
■Th»-dental-j>ygie«e""appafal«s-of-6l-mm""7 wherein the dispensing member and the 
accumulating member are color coded 

wMebydemaLflMscanbe dispensed from the d ispensin g member.andac 
age um ui at mg .member . 




1 2. (currently amended) The dental hygiene apparatus of claim ? 9 wherein the means for 
retaining dental floss relative to the dispensing member comprises a dispensing bobbin rotatably 
retained relative to the dispensing ring and wherein the means for accumulating dental floss relative 
to the accumulating member comprises an accumulating bobbin rotatably retained relative to the 
accumulating ring. 

13. (previously presented) The dental hygiene apparatus of claim 12 wherein the dispensing 
bobbin is disposed within a housing of the dispensing ring and wherein the accumulating bobbin is 
disposed within a housing of the accumulating ring. 




14 {previously presented) The dental hygiene apparatus of claim 1 3 further comprising an 
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aperture in the accumulating ring for enabling a passage of dental floss therethrough and further 

comprising a scrubber element retained relative to the accumulating ring adjacent to the aperture. 

1 5. (previously presented) The dental hygiene apparatus of claim 13 further comprising an 
activating means operably associated with the means for accumulating dental floss relative to the 
accumulating ri ng for selectively enabling a rotation of the accumulating bobbin to yield a retraction 
of dental floss relative to the accumulating ring. 

16. (currently amended) The dental hygiene apparatus of claim 1 5 wherein the activating 
means comprises an activating switch in combination with a means for auto , at ally rotating the 
accum ul at i ng b obbin . 

1.7. (previously presented) The dental hygiene apparatus of claim .16 wherein the activating 
means further comprises a means for selectively engaging the activating switch with the 
accumulating bobbin wherein a triggering of the activating switch disengages the activating switch 
relative to the accumulating bobbin. 

18. (currently amended) The dental hygiene apparatus of claim 16 wherein the means for 
aiAtomati.cal.lx rotating the accumulating bobbin comprises a coil spring and further comprising a 
means for enabling a winding of the coil spring. 



19 (previously presented) The dental hygiene apparatus of claim 7 further comprising a 
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means for varying sizes of the apertures in the dispensing ring and the accumulating ring. 

20. (previously presented) The dental hygiene apparatus of claim 1 9 wherein the means for 
varying sizes of the apertures in the dispensing ring and the accumulating ring each comprises at 
least one removable sizing member 

21. (previously presented) The dental hygiene apparatus of claim 19 wherein the means for 
varying sizes of the apertures in the dispensing ring and the accumulating ring each comprises an 
insert with an outer annular surface for engaging the aperture in the dispensing ring or the 
accumulating ring and an inner annular surface defining an aperture for receiving a linger of a user 

22. (previously presented) The dental hygiene apparatus of claim 13 further comprising a 
means for enabling a removal and replacement of the accumulating bobbin relative to the housing of 
the accumulating member. 

23. (currently amended) The dental hygiene apparatus of claim 4 9 further comprising a 
scrubber element retained relative to the accumulating member wherein the scrubber element is 
removable and replaceable relative to the accumulating member. 

24-28. (withdrawn) 



29-3 1 . (canceled) 
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32. (withdrawn) 

33-34. (canceled) 

35-45, (withdrawn) 

46-48. (canceled) 

49. (currently amended) The dental hygiene apparatus of claim 46 50 further comprising a 
means for varying size of the aperture in the ring. 

50. (currently amended) A ie.rtai ttu [/.paratus comprising. 

. floss rej . i ; menibei ^ : M'lp: i %i ri .: a first nni. with an aperture foi rex\ejvmi? a flnaet of . 
user aiidameMsfor.reta 

wh^effl^e-fie^-re^mag-membef-feirther-ctmipfises a second ring with an aperture for receiving a 
finger of a use^ and a means for retaining dental floss within the second ring whereby the floss 
retaining member comprises floss retaining knuckles: and 

: ^ 1 • t . ntai H< t-Uti i ic Hosv mmg memhe 
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5 ! . (previously presented) The dental hygiene apparatus of claim 50 wherein the means for 

retaining dental floss relative to the floss retaining member comprises a floss retaining bobbin 

retained relative to the ring and a floss retaining bobbin retained relative to the second ring. 

52. (previously presented) The dental hygiene apparatus of claim 50 wherein the means for 
retaining dental floss relative to the floss retaining member comprises a bobbin that surrounds the 
apertures in the ring and the second ring. 

53 . (previously presented) The dental hygiene apparatus of claim 52 wherein the means for 
enabling a transfer of dental floss relative to the floss retaining member comprises an activating 
trigger operably associated with the floss retaining member. 

54-58. (Withdrawn) 

59, (currently amended) The dental hygiene apparatus of claim 39 50 wherein the means for 
retaining dental floss reiative to the floss retaining member comprises a floss retaining bobbin and 
wherein the means for enabling a transfer of dental floss relative to the floss retaining member 
comprises an activating switch in combination with a means for rotating the floss retaining bobbin. 

60 (previously presented) The dental hygiene apparatus of claim 59 wherein the activating 
means further comprises a means for selectively engaging the activating switch with the floss 
retaining bobbin. 
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61. (previously presented) The dental hygiene apparatus of claim 59 wherein the means for 
rotating the floss retaining bobbin comprises a coil spring and further comprising a means for 
enabling a winding of the coil spring. 

62. {currently amended) The dental hygiene apparatus of claim 29 50 further comprising a 
scaibber element retained relative to die floss retaining member wherein the scrubber element is 
removable and replaceable relative to the floss retaining member. 

63. (currently amended) The dental hygiene apparatus of claim M 50 wherein the floss 
retaining shell is disk-shaped and wherein the activating trigger is disposed on the floss retaining 
shell. 

64. (new) The dental hygiene apparatus of claim 4 wherein the means ensuring a 
unidirectional rotation of the dispensing bobbin comprises a ratchet arrangement 

65. (new) The dental hygiene apparatus of claim 9 wherein the means for inducing an 
automatic accumulation of dental floss relative to the accumulating member during a triggering of 
the activating switch comprises a means for automatically rotating the accumulating bobbin. 

66. (new) The dental hygiene apparatus of claim 65 wherein the means for automatically 

rotating the accumulating bobbin comprises a coil spring and further comprising a means for 
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enabling a winding of the coil spring. 

67. (new) A dental hygiene apparatus for enabling a flossing of teeth, the dental hygiene 
apparatus comprising; 

a dispensing member; 

a dispensing bobbin for retaining dental floss relative to the dispensing member wherein the 
dispensing bobbin is rotatably retained relative to the dispensing member; 

an accumulating member structurally separate from the dispensing member; 

an accumulating bobbin for accumulating dental floss relative to the accumulating member 
wherein the accumulating bobbin is rotatably retained relative to the accumulating member; 

wherein the dispensing bobbin is enclosed within a housing of the dispensing member and 
wherein the accumulating bobbin is enclosed within a housing of the accumulating member; 

whereby dental floss can be dispensed from the dispensing member and accumulated by the 
accumulating member. 

68. (new) The dental hygiene apparatus of claim 67 further comprising an activating switch 
operabiy associated with the accumulating bobbin for selectively enabling a retraction of dental floss 
relative to the accumulating member and a means for inducing an automatic rotation of the bobbin 
during a triggering of the activating switch. - 
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